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In the name of Allaah, the Most Merciful, the Bestower of Mercy 

The Prophetic Seal is a physical description of the Prophet –sallallaahu alayhi wa sallam– 

which Allaah -Subhanahu wa Tala’a- placed between his shoulders. 

Shaykh Abdur-Razzaq al-Abbaad said: 

The people of knowledge are in agreement that this Prophetic Seal is a distinguished mark 

and sign of his –sallallaahu alayhi wa sallam– Prophet hood. However, they differ, was he –

sallallaahu alayhi wa sallam– born with it or it appeared afterwards? What is apparent is 

what has been mentioned from chains of narration and proofs that this Prophetic Seal 

occurred along with the event of when the Prophet’s heart was opened up. This is when 

Jibra’eel came and opened up the Prophet’s chest and washed his heart and in that event 

the Prophetic Seal was stamped between the Prophet’s shoulders –sallallaahu alayhi wa 

sallam.’ 

The Shaykh continues: 

‘This Prophetic Seal had been mentioned as a characteristic of the Prophet –sallallaahu 

alayhi wa sallam– in the previous books. The people of the Book knew about this from what 

they researched in those books, that this was a sign of his –sallallaahu alayhi wa sallam– 

Prophet hood. 

It is mentioned that when Salman –radiallaahu anhu- heard about the Prophet –sallallaahu 

alayhi wa sallam– he came requesting this sign and was concerned with seeing it.’1 

Like a Quail’s Egg 

:السَّائَِب ْبَن يَِزيدَ يَقُولُ   

ُ َعلَْيِه َوَسلَّم َ َرأِْسي ) ِ إِنَّ اْبَن أُْختِي َوِجٌع فََمَسَح َصلَّى َّللاَّ ُ َعلَْيِه َوَسلَّم َ فَقَالَتْ : يَا َرُسوَل َّللاَّ ذََهبَْت بِي َخالَتِي إِلَى النبي َصلَّى َّللاَّ

أَ فََشِرْبُت ِمْن وَ ُضوئِِه َوقُْمُت َخْلَف َظْهِرِه فََنَظْرُت إِلَى اْلَخاتَِم بَْيَن َكتِفَْيِه فَإِذَا ُهَو ِمثُْل زر ” الحجلة   (“ َودََعا ِلي بِاْلبََرَكِة َوتََوضَّ

 as-Sa’ib bin Yazeed said: 

‘My aunt (mother’s sister) took me to the Prophet –sallallaahu alayhi wa sallam– and said O 

Messenger of Allaah! Indeed, my nephew has an illness.’ 
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So, the Prophet –sallallaahu alayhi wa sallam– stroked my head, made Du'aa’ for me to be 

blessed, made Wudoo and I drank from the water with which he performed Wudoo. I stood 

behind him and I looked at the Prophetic Seal between his shoulders and it was like a quail’s 

egg.’2 

[nephew has an illness] 

Shaykh Abdur-Razzaq al-Abbaad said: 

‘In some of the narrator in ‘Saheeh al-Bukhaaree’ she mentions: ‘O Messenger of Allaah, 

indeed my nephew fell over.’ …… Haafidh Ibn Hajar -Rahimuhullaah- said: ‘He had a pain in 

his leg as is mentioned in another narration.’3 

[made Dua’ for me to be blessed] 

Shaykh Abdur-Razzaq al-Abbaad said: 

‘Allaah answered the Du'aa’ of the Prophet –sallallaahu alayhi wa sallam– for as-Sa’ib to be 

blessed. It is mentioned in some of the narrations of the hadeeth in Saheeh al-Bukhaaree 

from al-Ju’aid bin Abdurrahman that he said: ‘I saw as-Sa’ib bin Yazeed while he was of 

ninety-four years of age. His skin was young looking. As-Sa’ib said: I came to know why I was 

not blessed with my hearing and sight except due to the Du'aa’ of the Messenger of Allaah –

sallallaahu alayhi wa sallam. Indeed, my aunt (mother’s sister) took me to the Messenger 

and said: O Messenger of Allaah indeed my nephew suffers, make Du'aa’ to Allaah.’ 

As-Sa’ib said: 

‘The Messenger –sallallaahu alayhi wa sallam–  made Du'aa’ for me.’ 

Shaykh Abdur-Razzaq al-Abbaad said: 

as-Sa’ib was the last Companion to die in Madeenah, he died in the year 91 A.H. and he was 

ninety-six years old.’4 

[I drank from the water with which he performed Wudoo] 

Shaykh Abdur-Razzaq al-Abbaad said: 

‘That is the water which touched his noble body –sallallaahu alayhi wa sallam. This is a type 

of Tabarruk [seeking blessings], so seeking blessings from the Prophet’s saliva –sallallaahu 

alayhi wa sallam, his hair and the water from his Wudoo is true as indicated by the proofs.5 

Kissing the Prophetic Seal 

 :َعْن َعاِصِم ْبِن ُعَمَر ْبِن قَتَادَةَ َعْن َجدَّتِِه ُرَمْيثَةَ قَالَتْ 

                                                           
2
 [Tirmidhee, Bukhaaree, Muslim. Mukhtasir ash-Shamail al-Muhammadiyyah – Albaanee Saheeh p.30] 

3
 [Fath 6/562][2] 

4
 [Sharh Shamail an-Nabee p.41] 

5
 [Sharh Shamail an-Nabee p.42] 
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ُ َعلَْيِه َوَسلَّم َ َولَْو أََشاُء أَْن أُقَب َِل اْلَخاتََم الَِّذي بَْيَن َكتَِفْيِه مِ  ُت يَقُوُل ِلَسْعِد ْبِن ُمعَاٍذ يَْوَم ْن قُْربِِه لَفَعَلْ َسِمْعُت َرُسوَل هللا َصلَّى َّللاَّ

اهتز له عرش الرحمن: )مات ) 

From Aasim bin Umar bin Qatadah from his grandmother Rumaytha who said: 

‘I heard the Messenger of Allaah –sallallaahu alayhi wa sallam–  say, [and if I wanted to I 

could have kissed the Prophetic Seal which was between his shoulders, because of my 

closeness to him then I would have done so,] about Sa’ad bin Mu’adh on the day that he 

died: 

‘The Arsh of ar-Rahman shook for him.’6 

[‘The Arsh (Throne) of ar-Rahman shook for him.’] 

Shaykh Abdur-Razzaq al-Abbaad said: 

‘The Arsh of ar-Rahman shook for the death of Sa’ad bin Mu’adh. This is a great excellence 

for Sa’ad and a status of high level for this noble Companion -radiallaahu anhu, whereby for 

his death this great creation shook, this creation which is the greatest creation of Allaah -

Azza wa Jal- the largest and widest. 

Allaah Subhanahu described it in the Qur’aan with it being al-Arsh al-Atheem (the great 

Arsh), with it being al-Arsh al-Kareem (the noble Arsh) and with being al-Arsh al-Majeed 

(Majestic) meaning expansive and widespread. 

It is the ceiling of all the creation, the highest and the most raised. This is why it is 

mentioned in the hadeeth that the Prophet -sallallaahu alayhi wa sallam- said: ‘If you ask of 

Allaah then ask for Firdaus, since it is the centre of Paradise and the highest of Paradise, 

and above it is the Arsh of ar-Rahman.’7 

What has also been mentioned from the Ahadeeth in explaining the greatness of the Arsh 

and it being huge is what has been narrated by Aboo Dharr –Radhi Allaahu anhu– from the 

Prophet –sallallaahu alayhi wa sallam– that he said: ‘The like of the seven heavens and the 

seven earths in comparison to the Kursee is but the like of a ring thrown into a wide-open 

desert. The excellence of the ‘Arsh to that of the Kursee is like the excellence of that wide-

open desert to that of the ring.’8 

This means that all the seven heavens in relation to the Kursee are like a small piece thrown 

into the desert, and the Kursee in relation to the Arsh is like this.’9 

 

                                                           
6
 [Tirmidhee, Bukhaaree, Muslim, Ibn Maajah Mukhtasir ash-Shamail al-Muhammadiyyah – Saheeh – 

Albaanee p.31] 
7
 [Collected by Bukhaaree] 

8
 [Kitaab al-'Arsh by Ibn Abee Shaybah 1/174] 

9
 [Sharh Shamail an-Nabee P. 43-44] 
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Clump of Hair 

ُ َعلَْيِه َوَسلَّم َ : أَبُو َزْيٍد َعْمُرو ْبُن أَْخَطَب اْْلَْنَصاِريُّ قَالَ  قَاَل لي رسول هللا َصلَّى َّللاَّ : 

 (يَا أَبَا َزْيٍد ادُْن ِمن ِي فَاْمَسْح َظْهِري)

شعرات مجتمعات: قال. َوَما اْلَخاتَمُ : قُْلتُ . َسْحُت َظْهَرهُ فََوقََعْت أََصابِِعي َعلَى اْلَخاتَمِ فَمَ   

Aboo Zayed ‘Amr bin Akhttaba al-Ansaaree said: the Messenger of Allaah –sallallaahu alayhi 

wa sallam– said to me: 

‘O Aboo Zayed, come closer to me and touch my back.’ 

So I touched his back and my fingers felt the Prophetic Seal. 

The narrator from ‘Amr asked him: ‘And what was the Seal?’ 

He said: ‘A clump of hair.’10 

[A clump of hair] 

Shaykh Abdur-Razzaq al-Abbaad said: 

‘Amr mentioned this in relation to what his hand felt. The Seal was a piece of flesh which 

was protruding about the size of an egg and around it was hairs. So, his hand felt those 

hairs, therefore, the Seal is not just hairs, so there is no conflict between this and what 

preceded.’11 

Shaykh Abdur-Razzaq al-Abbaad said: 

‘A Benefit: It is present in ‘al-Musnad’ by Imaam Ahmad -Rahimullaah- with a sound chain 

from Aboo Zayed Amr al-Ansari –Radhi Allaahu anhu– that he said: The Messenger of Allaah 

–sallallaahu alayhi wa sallam– said to me come closer. Then he touched my head and beard, 

then the Prophet –sallallaahu alayhi wa sallam– said: ‘O Allaah give him beauty and make 

his beauty continuous.’ 

The Messenger –sallallaahu alayhi wa sallam– made Du'aa for him with this blessed 

supplication. ‘Amr lived until over one hundred years of age and he did not have a white 

hair on his head and beard except very little. He had a happy face and he did not have 

wrinkles which occur on the faces of people of old age, but rather his face remained upon its 

beauty with the blessings of the supplication of the Prophet –sallallaahu alayhi wa sallam– 

until he died. 

This is a great, blessed, simple supplication which can be attained even in our time for the 

one who Allaah -Azza wa Jal- has been generous to, with the Sunnah of the Prophet –
                                                           
10

 [Collected by Ahmad, Ibn Sa’ad, Ibn Hibbaan & Albaanee said Its Isnaad is authentic upon the conditions 
of Muslim – Mukhtasir ash-Shamail al-Muhammadiyyah p.31] 
11

 [Sharh Shamail an-Nabee p.46] 
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sallallaahu alayhi wa sallam– and his noble Ahadeeth, this is by memorising them, 

understanding them, acting upon them and inviting to them. 

It is authentically reported from the Prophet –sallallaahu alayhi wa sallam– that he said in 

al-Khayf in Mina: ‘May Allaah illuminate the person who hears my statement, understands 

and memorises it and conveys it as he heard it.’ 

This supplication from the Prophet –sallallaahu alayhi wa sallam– is for everyone who has a 

concern with the Prophet’s Sunnah, memorising it, understanding it, and calling to it, in that 

Allaah illuminates his face. It is a continuous supplication, therefore, whoever wants to be 

successful with this blessed supplication in anytime period, in any generation, then he must 

have a concern with the Ahadeeth of the Prophet –sallallaahu alayhi wa sallam, memorising 

them, reviewing them, acting upon them, and calling to them. 

Sufyaan bin Uyainya said: ‘There is no-one who seeks Hadeeth except that in his face there 

is illumination.’12-13   

Salman al-Farsee  Radhiallaahu anhu 

ُ َعلَْيِه َوسَ : بَُرْيدَةَ يَقُولُ  ِ َصلَّى َّللاَّ لَّم َ ِحيَن قَِدَم اْلَمِدينَةَ بَِمائِدَةٍ َعلَْيَها ُرَطٌب فََوَضعََها َبْيَن يدي َجاَء َسْلَماُن اْلفَاِرِسيُّ إِلَى َرُسوِل َّللاَّ

ُ َعلَْيِه َوَسلَّم َ فَقَالَ   اْرفَْعَها فَإِنَّا ََل نَأُْكلُ : )َصدَقَةٌ َعلَْيَك َوَعلَى أَْصَحابَِك فَقَالَ : َما َهذَا؟ فَقَالَ : يَا َسْلَمانُ : )رسول هللا َصلَّى َّللاَّ

دَقَةَ  ُ َعلَْيِه َوَسلَّم َ فَقَالَ : قَالَ ( . الصَّ : فَقَالَ ( َما َهذَا يَا َسْلَماُن؟: )فََرفَعََها فََجاَء اْلغَدَ بِِمثِْلِه فََوَضعَهُ بَْيَن يَدَْي رسول هللا َصلَّى َّللاَّ

ُ َعلَْيِه َوَسلَّم َ ْلصحابه. َهِديَّةٌ لَكَ  ُ ( . طواابس: )فقال رسول هللا َصلَّى َّللاَّ ثم نظر إلى الخاتم على ظهر رسول هللا َصلَّى َّللاَّ

ُ َعلَْيِه َوَسلَّم َ بكذا وكذا درهما على أن يغرس نخال فيعمل  َعلَْيِه َوَسلَّم َ فآمن به وكان لليهود فاشتراه رسول هللا َصلَّى َّللاَّ

ُ َعلَْيِه َوَسلَّم  النخيل إَل نخلة واحدة ررسها عمر فحملت النخل من عامها  َسلمان فيه حتى تطعم فغرس رسول هللا َصلَّى َّللاَّ

ُ َعلَْيِه َوَسلَّم َ   :ولم تحمل النخلة فقال رسول هللا َصلَّى َّللاَّ

( ُ َعلَْيِه َوَسلَّم َ فغرسها فحملت. يَا َرُسوَل هللا أنا ررستها: فَقَاَل ُعَمرُ ( . ما شأن هذه النخلة؟ من عامها فنزعها رسول هللا َصلَّى َّللاَّ ) 

Buriadah said: 

‘Salman al-Farsi came to the Messenger of Allaah –sallallaahu alayhi wa sallam– when he 

reached Madeenah and he brought him a table spread with moist dates upon it and he 

placed it in front of the Messenger of Allaah –sallallaahu alayhi wa sallam– so the 

Messenger –sallallaahu alayhi wa sallam–  said: ‘O Salman what is this?’ 

He answered: ‘This is charity for you and your Companions.’ 

The Prophet said: ‘Take it away, indeed we do not eat from charity.’ 

Buriadah mentions: Salman took it away and he came the next day similarly and placed it in 

front of the Messenger of Allaah –sallallaahu alayhi wa sallam– and the Messenger –

sallallaahu alayhi wa sallam– said: 
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 [Khateeb – Sharaf As-haab al-Hadeeth]. 
13

 [Sharh Shamail an-Nabee p.47] 
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‘What is this O Salman?’ 

He answered: ‘This is a gift for you.’ 

So the Messenger –sallallaahu alayhi wa sallam– said to his Companions: ‘Go ahead and 

eat.’ 

Then Salman looked at the Seal upon the back of the Messenger of Allaah –sallallaahu alayhi 

wa sallam–  and believed in the Prophet. 

Salman was owned by the Jews, so the Messenger of Allaah –sallallaahu alayhi wa sallam– 

bought him with a certain amount of Dirham and that he would plant a certain amount of 

date trees in exchange for his freedom, Salman would take care of them until they produced 

fruit. 

The Messenger of Allaah –sallallaahu alayhi wa sallam– planted the date trees except for 

one which Umar planted. The following year the date trees which the Prophet planted 

produced fruit but one date tree did not. The Messenger of Allaah –sallallaahu alayhi wa 

sallam– asked: ‘What is wrong with this date tree?’ Umar said: ‘O Messenger of Allaah, I 

planted it.’ 

The Messenger of Allaah –sallallaahu alayhi wa sallam– pulled it out and replanted it and in 

the following year it produced fruit.’ 

Shaykh Abdur-Razzaq al-Abbaad said: 

‘It is mentioned in some narrators that he had to plant two hundred or three hundred date 

trees. The Prophet –sallallaahu alayhi wa sallam– ordered his Companions to help Salman. 

They began helping him with the date palm shoots, one person took ten, another five and 

the Prophet –sallallaahu alayhi wa sallam– hastened to plant the date palm shoot with his 

own hand striving to free Salman al-Farsi –Radhi Allaahu anhu.’14 

Raised Flesh 

ِ قَالَ  ُ َعلَْيِه َوَسلَّم َ؟ يَْعِني َخاتََم ا: َعْن أَبِي نَْضَرةَ اْلعََوقِي  ةِ فَقَالَ َسأَْلُت أَبَا َسِعيٍد اْلُخدِْريَّ َعْن َخاتَِم َرُسوِل هللا َصلَّى َّللاَّ َكاَن : )لنُّبُوَّ

 (فِي َظْهِرِه بَْضعَةٌ ناشزة

From Aboo Nadrah al-‘Uqee who said that I asked Aboo Sa’eed al-Khudree about the Seal of 

the Messenger of Allaah –sallallaahu alayhi wa sallam? Meaning the Prophetic Seal so he 

said: 

عة ناشزةكان في ظهره بض )  ) 
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 [Sharh Shamail an-Nabee p.49] 
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‘There was on the Prophet’s back a piece of raised flesh.’15 

Shaykh Abdur-Razzaq al-Abbaad said: 

‘The previous narrations indicate that it was between his shoulders and that it was closer to 

his left shoulder.’16 

Sparrow’s Egg 

ِ ْبِن َسْرِجَس قَالَ   :َعْن َعْبِد َّللاَّ

( ُ َعلَْيِه َوَسلَّم َ َوُهَو فِي نَاٍس ِمْن أَْصَحابِِه فَدُْرُت َهَكذَا ِمْن َخْلِفِه فَعََرَف الَِّذي أُِريدُ فَأَلْ أَتَْيُت َرُسوَل هللا َصلَّ  دَاَء َعْن ى َّللاَّ قَى الر ِ

ُ لََك يَا : يُل فََرَجْعُت َحتَّى اْستَْقبَْلتُهُ فَقُْلتُ َظْهِرِه فََرأَْيُت َمْوِضَع اْلَخاتَِم َعلَى َكتَِفْيِه ِمثَْل اْلُجْمعِ َحْولََها ِخياَلٌن َكأَنََّها ثَآلِ  َرفََر َّللاَّ

 ِ ُ َعلَْيِه َوَسلَّم َ: فَقَاَل اْلقَْومُ ( َولَكَ : )فَقَالَ . َرُسوَل َّللاَّ  َواْستَْغِفرْ }نَعَْم َولَُكْم ثُمَّ تاََل َهِذِه اْْليَةَ : فَقَالَ . أَْستَْغفََر لََك رسول هللا َصلَّى َّللاَّ

 ( {لذنبك وللمؤمنين والمؤمنات

From Abdullaah bin Sarjuss who said: 

‘I came to the Messenger of Allaah –sallallaahu alayhi wa sallam– while he was amongst 

people who were his Companions. I went around behind him so he understood what I 

wanted and he uncovered his top garment from his back and I saw the place of the Seal 

upon his shoulders like a clump with some darkness around it like a sparrow’s egg. So I 

returned back until I was facing him and said: May Allaah forgive you O Messenger of Allaah. 

The Messenger of Allaah said: ‘And you.’ 

The people said: ‘He sought forgiveness for you Messenger of Allaah –sallallaahu alayhi wa 

sallam.’ 

The Messenger said : ‘Yes and for you.’ Then he recited the Ayaah: 

 [ واستغفر لذنبك وللمؤمنين والمؤمنات ]

[and ask forgiveness for your sin, and also for (the sin of) believing men and believing 

women.]17-18 

 

Shaykh Abdur-Razzaq al-Abbaad said: 

'What has been mentioned by the Companions regarding the description of the size of the 

Seal is very similar. Every narrator mentioned it in accordance with as they saw it and 
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 [Mukhtasir ash-Shamail al-Muhammadiyyah p.19 and Albaanee graded it Hassan and its Isnaad is Jayyid. 
In Silsilah Saheehah no. 2093 he declared it to have a Saheeh Isnaad.] 
16

 [Sharh Shamail an-Nabee p.50] 
17

 [Soorah Muhammad: 19] 
18

 [Collected by Muslim and Albaanee said it was Saheeh in Mukhtasir ash-Shamail al-Muhammadiyyah p.33  
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described it. One of them said ‘it was like a quail’s egg’, another said: ‘like an egg’, a third 

said: ‘like a piece of flesh’ and a fourth said: ‘like a clenched fist’.19 
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 [Sharh Shamail an-Nabee p. 51] 


